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PRErACE. 

The purpose of this pocket manual, which is one of 
a series, illustrating cartographically and statistics^lly 
for each State and Territory the occurrence of torna- 
does for a long period of time, it is to place before the 
general public, and especially the people of the State 
of Iowa, important and useful information regarding 
one of the most interesting manifestations of nature^s 
forces, and withal, the most terribly destructive to life 
and property. 

It is idle prattle to talk about the ultimate disappear- 
ance of the tornado with the rapid development of the 
country. The building of railroads, the planting of 
forests and the cultivation of the land are all evidences 
of material prosperity, but have no particular relation 
to tornado development, except, perhaps, to provide 
greater opportunities for exhibitions of its violence. 

From a practical standpoint, and as affecting the 
question of life and property, the tornado must be 
considered as one of nature's agencies for destruction 
which must forever be fortified against. 

Like fire and flood, and yet more dreadful, protec- 
:\tioti f^aj^fit su3ch £cfi>}es:mu8t«be ^ccom^lislted by or- 
-' *^b1z€d Wpfitaf, w6era*'{lfeia^igr*pf-'oji^i8r 'assured by 
the legitimate and successful co-operation of many. 

Where practicable, life should have the additional 
protection afforded by underground retreats. 

It cannot be assumed that the accompanying tables 
contain the record of every tornado that has actually 
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occurred in the State of Iowa during the past 51 
years, but it may be said that all available sources of 
information have been exhausted. 

A comparison of earlier records with those of recent 
years might easily lead one to suppose that the occur- 
rence of tornadoes was increasing, but the facts in the 
case will not permit such a conclusion. In recent years 
better means of observation and record, and greatei 
facilities for the collection of reports have existed. 
With the rapid growth of the country more destruction 
to life and property has been occasioned, and a greatei 
zeal of the Press has brought to light many occurrencsE 
which nnder other circumstances would have been un- 
obaerved or disregarded. 

A careful study of tornado development and distri- 
bution shows that there are as many considerations to 
justify the belief that tornadoes were quite as frequent 
a hundred years ago as now, and that this degree or 
frequency will not be diminished for a hundred years 
to come. 

The information presented in this manual is the re- 
sult of many years of labor, collated under the su- 
pervision of the Government and published with the 
permission of the Chief Signal Officer of the Army. 
The Authok. 



Table No. I. 
TORNADOES IN IOWA. 



Period of observation 1887 to 1887 

Total number of storms 120 

Month of greatest frequency June 

Year of greatest frequency 1888, SB storms 

Hour of greatest frequency 4to6p m 

The four months having the greatest number of storms -! jinSTiuid jiuly 

Months having no storms January and December 

County having the largest number of storms Crawfofd, 7 storms 

Prevailing direction of storm movement Northeasterly 



Table No. II. 

List op Tornadoes by Counties, Including all Stoems Confined 

TO, OB Crossing the County Lines. 

Tbis metbod of ennmeration will cause tbe counting of tbe same storm 
several times where the track passes from one County to another. 



County. 



Adair 

Adams 

Allamakee . 
Appanoose... 

Audubon 

Benton 

Black Hawk. 

Boone 

Bremer 

Buchanan .... 
Buena Vista 

Butler 

Calhoun 

Carroll 

Cass 

Cedar .r 

Cerro Gordo 

Cherokee 

Chickasaw- 
Clarke 

Clay 

Clayton 

Clinton 

Crawford 

Dallas 

Davis 

Decatur 

Delaware 

Des Moines.. 
Dickinson ... 

Dubuque 

Emmett 

Fayette 

Floyd 

Franklin 

Fremont 

Greene 

Grundy 

Guthrie 

Hamilton 

Hancock 

Hardin 

Harrison 

Henry 

Howard 

Humboldt ... 

Ida 

Iowa 

Jackson 

Jasper 



No. of 
Storms. 



1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 
none 

2 
none 

3 

4 
none 

3 

2 

6 

1 

1 

4 
none 
none 

3 
none 

3 

7 

2 

3 
none 
none 
none 

1 
none 
none 
none 

1 
none 

2 

3 
none 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 
none 

2 

2 

2 
none 

3 



County. 



Jefferson 

Johnson 

Jones 

Keokuk 

Kossuih 

Lee 

Linn. 

Louisa 

Lucas 

Lyon 

Madison 

Mahaska 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mills 

Mitchell 

Monona 

Monroe 

Montgomery .... 

Muscatine 

O'Brien 

Osceola 

Page 

Palo Alto . 

Plymouth 

Pocahontas. .. 

Polk 

Pottawattamie. 

Poweshiek 

Ringgold 

Sac 

Scott 

Shelby 

Sioux 

Story 

Tama 

Taylor 

Union 

Van Buren 

Wapello 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Webster 

Winnebago 

Winneshiek 

Woodbury 

Worth 

Wright 



No. (.f 
Storms. 



1 

8 

6 

2 
none 

2 

1 

2 
none 
none 

I 

2 

2 
none 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 
none 
none 

3 
none 

5 

2 

2 

6 

2 
none 

4 

3 

1 

2 

3 

2 

5 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 
none 

1 
none 
none 

4 
none 
none 
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Office of 30ULE &, CO., Attorne 



SOUI,E & CO., Attorney 

No. 719 Pennsylvania Avenue,] 
Washington, D. C, 

Are ftnioiig the olilcHt aud bL'nt known tirnie at th« NationalB 
ital. Persons huving iliiimti pending before any of the Da 
nientsor CoagresB, or business of any nature whatevE 
transacted in Waahiagton. wJU make no mistake by entr J 
the same to our firm. 
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